You’re Part of the Plan: Why Your Role Matters in Emergency Preparedness

What would you do if an emergency happened today? It’s a simple question, but one that can
make a critical difference. Whether it’s a severe storm, a public health outbreak, or a prolonged
power outage, preparedness is not just the responsibility of first responders. In Meigs County,
every resident plays an important role in keeping the community safe.

Being “part of the plan” starts with taking a few practical steps at home. Building an emergency
kit with essentials like food, water, medications, flashlights, and batteries can help families
remain safe and self-sufficient during the first hours or days of an emergency. Just as important
is creating a family communication plan so loved ones know how to reconnect if separated.

Understanding local risks is another key part of preparedness. In Meigs County, hazards can
include flooding along the Ohio River, winter storms, and periods of extreme heat. Staying
informed through local alerts and weather updates allows residents to respond quickly and
make informed decisions when conditions change.

Preparedness also extends beyond individual households. Checking on neighbors—especially

older adults, individuals with disabilities, or those who may need additional assistance—helps
ensure no one is left behind during an emergency. These small acts of connection strengthen

the entire community.

Local agencies and emergency responders work year-round to plan, train, and prepare for a
wide range of emergencies. However, community readiness plays a vital role in how effective
those efforts can be. When residents take steps to prepare, it allows first responders to focus on
the most urgent situations and supports a faster, more coordinated recovery.

For those unsure where to begin, reliable resources are available. Ready.gov offers clear, step-
by-step guidance on building emergency kits, making plans, and staying informed.

Emergencies can happen at any time, but preparedness puts individuals and families in a
stronger position to respond. By taking simple steps today, Meigs County residents can help
protect not only themselves, but their neighbors and their community as a whole.
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