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Board of Health Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2026

Board of Health (BOH) President Eric Rock called the convention to order at 5:02PM.  

In attendance: Rock; Health Commissioner Marc Barr; Director of Environmental Health Steve Swatzel; BOH Medical Member Wilma Mansfield, MD; Administrator Courtney Midkiff; BOH Vice President Edna Weber; BOH Member Pam Patterson; BOH Member Steve Ohlinger.  Guests Chloe Smith, Bryer Robertson and Robert Taylor entered the meeting at 5:15PM to make a household sewage treatment system (HSTS) variance request.

Attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance and Weber offered prayer.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:

Midkiff beseeched a motion to approve the 4/14/26 BOH Meeting Minutes as emailed prior to the meeting for Member review. Rock made a motion to approve the document as emailed; Mansfield seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.

New Business:

Midkiff requested a motion to approve the April BOH Fiscal Report; payment of BOH monthly bills as presented via spreadsheet; the April 2026 daily deposits to the Auditor’s Office; April billing remuneration report; MCHD April 2026 Farmers Bank & Savings Co Checking Statement; appropriation adjustment to increase the 2026 appropriation in T072T01 (Salary & Fringes) by $9,473.36 to $68,473.36; increase the revenue in T072T01 (Revenue) by $9,473.36 to $76,473.36. There were no April 2026 donations. Ohlinger made a motion to approve the fiscal items as presented; Rock seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Midkiff asked for a motion to approve retroactively the Public Entities Pool (PEP) of Ohio annual liability insurance premium in the amount of $6,998 (a $362 increase from 2025). Documentation was emailed to Members prior to the meeting for review. Mansfield made a motion to approve retroactively the PEP insurance premium; Weber seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.

Midkiff solicited a motion to approve retroactively the custodial contract termination initiated by Lisa Bishop effective 4/20/26. Rock made a motion to approve retroactively the contract termination; Patterson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Midkiff requested a motion to approve retroactively a custodial contract with Daylon Jenkins effective 4/27/26 for 15 hrs. per wk. x $12 per hr. Weber made a motion to approve retroactively the custodial contract; Patterson seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.


Midkiff beseeched a motion to approve the Meigs Co. General Health District Section 125 Premium Only Plan effective plan year May 1, 2026 with pre-tax payroll deductions initiated with bi-weekly payroll period 5/3-16/2026. Midkiff advised that all seven employees enrolled in the Meigs Co. Health Dept.’s (MCHD) medical, dental and vision insurance coverages have opted to participate. Ohlinger made a motion to approve the plan, which was emailed to Members prior to the meeting for review. Rock seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Midkiff asked for a motion to approve the MCHD Cyber Security Program Policy and Resolution. Since the MCHD is a political subdivision of the State of Ohio, it adopts this Cyber Incident Disaster Recovery Plan pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §9.64, which mandates local government entities (LGE) to implement a cybersecurity program safeguarding information technology systems and data. This plan provides a structured approach to prevent, detect, respond to, and recover from cyber 
incidents while complying with House Bill (HB) 96 statutory requirements. Both documents were emailed to Members prior to the meeting for review. Rock made a motion to approve the policy and resolution as emailed; Mansfield seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.
 
Midkiff solicited a motion to approve the Ohio Dept. of Health Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC) Local Health Dept. Process Contract effective 7/1-25-6/30/27. The contract was emailed to Members prior to the meeting for review. Weber made a motion to approve the contract as emailed; Mansfield seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Environmental Health: 

Swatzel presented a HSTS variance request to connect a second home to an existing septic system for Chloe Smith and Bryer Robertson at 47980 Van Meter Hill Road in Racine. Currently, an elderly relative resides in an existing domicile on the property on which the couple wants to build a home. The couple intends to demolish the relative’s house upon her passing. Swatzel said that the couple’s options are limited for installing a new HSTS; consequently, he believes that the current system is sufficient to serve both residences temporarily. After brief discussion, Rock made a motion to approve the variance as presented; Weber seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion. The guest expressed appreciation to the BOH and exited at 5:23PM. 

There were nine nuisances investigated in April 2026 including one food service operation (FSO) inspection; four sewage complaints; two solid waste investigations and two tick identifications. There were four animal bites investigated in April 2026 involving two cats and two dogs. 

Midkiff requested a motion to approve retroactively the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 2026 Community and Litter Grant Agreement (for 2026 Meigs Co. Cleanup Day). The agreement was emailed to Members prior to the meeting for review. Patterson made a motion to approve retroactively the agreement as emailed; Rock seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.




Swatzel presented a HSTS variance request to use 3-foot-wide leaching trenches instead of 2-foot wide for a new installation on behalf of George Demus at 36391 Old Forest Run Road in Pomeroy. Swatzel is designing the system. Present State code limits trenches to 2-foot-wide for new construction, but the terrain would best accommodate 3-foot-wide trenches. Patterson made a motion to approve the variance request as presented; Rock seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.

Swatzel presented a variance request for Mike Wetzel at 41198 Limberger Ridge Road in Reedsville. A site about 300 feet below the house has better soils for installation of a HSTS. According to Swatzel, who is designing the system, this area is narrow and will require the use of 3-foot-wide leaching trenches over the 2-foot-wide State requirement. Weber made a motion to approve the variance as presented; Ohlinger seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Swatzel requested a motion to contract with a soil scientist for WPCLF projects at 33721 Dexter Rd in Rutland for Crystal Dixon and at 39360 Saint Clair Rd in Pomeroy for Kenneth Green. The MCHD received one complete bid out of seven requests. Michael Thompson (A Horizon, LLC) submitted a complete bid for both projects in the amount of $1,300.00.  Mansfield made a dual motion to approve both the contract and bid as presented; Patterson seconded the dual motion. All were in favor.

There were two complete bids submitted for WPCLF projects including HSTS replacements at 47480 Morningstar Road in Racine for Mark Pierce (50% funded) and at 30619 Barringer Ridge Road in Portland for Ruth Ann Sellers (85% funded). Dais Septic Service bid $24,448 and Duncan & Daniels Enterprises bid $30,554. Patterson made a motion to approve the lowest bid from Dais Septic Service; Rock seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

The MCHD’s annual Rabies Vaccination Clinic will take place on June 6th from 1-2PM at the MCHD in conjunction with the Meigs Veterinary Clinic. The cost is $5 per cat or dog. Animals must be aged 13 weeks or older to be vaccinated. 

It was noted that Pizza Hut in Pomeroy shuttered operations on May 11th. The FSO was licensed and inspected by the MCHD. It is anticipated that another food-related business might occupy the facility in the future.

Other New Business: 

There was discussion about a couple Facebook posts shared by the MCHD that were generated by the Coalition to Protect Essential Services concerning the future of property taxes in Ohio. The tool kit was forwarded via the Association of Ohio Health Commissioners (AOHC) of which the MCHD is a member. A public comment on the MCHD’s Facebook page shared concern that the posts were political, thus, illegal for the MCHD to be including them on its social media accounts. Upon receipt, Midkiff emailed Susan Jagers, AOHC Executive Director. Her response is as follows: The materials on the coalition website were reviewed by legal counsel prior to release. At this time, there is no ballot issue before voters, and the materials do not advocate for or against any campaign, petition, or vote. I reached out to the Coalition's steering committee & consultants to see what they have shared with members about the materials and to see if anyone has received pushback. OPRA shared this with its members, " Educational materials including general and parks and recreation specific flyers, social media toolkits, independent analysis, and a compelling educational video are all available at ProtectPublicServices.org. Legal counsel has advised the coalition that this material can be shared by public entities as it is purely educational and does not relate to a campaign or a specific issue. As always, OPRA members should check with their own legal counsel prior to posting information on public forums." The consultant cautioned responding directly to the commenter because it is likely that no response would be satisfactory and may escalate the issue. If you do want to respond or have a response ready, the consultant suggested something like: The Coalition to Protect Essential Services includes a broad range of organizations sharing information about possible consequences to local services and funding. Our post is sharing information about those impacts and directing residents to additional informational resources.  There is no issue on the ballot, and the information presented does not advocate for a yes or no vote. Meanwhile, Weber and Rock expressed concern about the posts after being contacted by a member of the public and after interpreting the posts to contain misinformation, respectively. After discussion, Rock made a motion that the MCHD discontinue using the Coalition to Protect Essential Services tool kit; Weber seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion. 

Midkiff asked for a dual motion to approve closing the MCHD on Sept. 9th for the annual Workforce Development/Employee Recognition Day as well as to approve paying for a catered lunch (most likely from Subway). Rock made a dual motion to approve the closure and the catering; Mansfield seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Midkiff announced that the MCHD is in receipt of the FY 27 ODH WIC Solicitation in the amount of $173,250, which is approximately $1,534 more than the current grant. ODH reduced Meigs’ caseload by 21 participants for FY 27. ODH reduced the caseloads of several WIC projects in Southeast Ohio. The application is due June 16th. 

Old Business: 

The MCHD terminated its contract with Holzer for the HRSA-funded Maternal Health Outreach Program effective May 1st. The MCHD was unable to recruit and hire a certified community health worker even with assistance from Holzer. Patterson made a motion to approve retroactively the contract termination; Mansfield seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.

The MCHD currently is advertising for a part-time WIC Breastfeeding Peer. Only one complete application has been received to date. An interview offer was extended to the applicant. The MCHD is awaiting her response.

Infectious Disease Update:

The April 2026 Meigs County Infectious Disease Report as compiled by Regional Epidemiologist Nathan Christian can be reviewed at www.meigs-health.com.  Barr noted the significant increase in reported tick-borne disease. Swatzel advised that the MCHD recently purchased insect repellant including DEET, which is effective against ticks, with remaining FY 25 OEPA Mosquito Control Grant funds. The repellant will be disseminated to the public during outreach events. Rock asked if the MCHD has been receiving calls associated with the recent Hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship. Neither Barr or Midkiff were aware of any public inquires to date. 

Building Update: None.

Miscellaneous Business: 

The Meigs County Back to School Bash is scheduled for July 28th from 2-6PM at Meigs High School. The MCHD invited the Ohio State University (OSU) College of Dentistry/Dental Public Health to participate in the event to promote upcoming mobile services within the County. Per Dr. Tammy Duangthip
Associate Professor, Chair, Division of Dental Public Health, OSU would like to provide dental screenings (if feasible) and offer oral health education and souvenirs for young children (<12 years old). A virtual meeting is scheduled for May 19th with Dr. Duangthip, Midkiff and other event organizers to discuss further OSU’s involvement in the event.

OSU’s mobile lung screening unit will visit the MCHD on May 28th. To date, four patients are scheduled for appointments between 11AM-3PM. 

Upcoming events and closures include a Staff Meeting on May 13th from 8:15-10AM; a Get Healthy Meigs! Meeting on May 21st from 10:30AM-noon in the third-floor conference room of Meigs Co. Jobs & Family Services; a holiday closure on May 25th: Memorial Day. 

Swatzel exited the meeting at 6:15PM. 

Attendees viewed a pre-recorded training (approximately 17 minutes in length) entitled “Introducing the Foundational Public Health Services Model.” The training was sponsored by Kent State University College of Public Health and was made available by the Ohio Association of Boards of Health (of which the MCHD is a member). 

The next BOH Meeting will take place on 6/9/26 at 5:00 PM in the conference room of the MCHD. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:33PM with a motion by Rock.



Marc Barr, MS								
Health Commissioner 							



(Midkiff transcribed the May 12, 2026 BOH Meeting Minutes.)
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