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Board of Health Meeting Minutes
April 14, 2026

Board of Health (BOH) President Eric Rock called the convention to order at 5:00PM.  

In attendance: Rock; Health Commissioner Marc Barr; Director of Environmental Health Steve Swatzel; BOH Medical Member Wilma Mansfield, MD; Administrator Courtney Midkiff; BOH Vice President Edna Weber; BOH Member Pam Patterson; BOH Member Steve Ohlinger; WIC Clerk Mackenzie Frum.  Guests included Meigs County Health Dept. (MCHD) Registered Environmental Health Specialist in Training Matthew Metzger and Harvey Whitlatch. The guests entered the meeting at 5:32PM for a nuisance hearing.

Attendees recited the Pledge of Allegiance and Midkiff offered prayer.

New Staff Member Introduction:

Frum, who is the part-time WIC Clerk hired on March 9th, was introduced to the BOH. Frum is a Gallia County native now residing in Meigs County. She obtained a nursing degree, but did not pursue a career in the field because of a lack of clinical experience as a result of the COVID 19 pandemic. Frum previously was employed as a receptionist for Urgent Care at the Holzer (Main) Clinic. She indicated that her experience to date at the MCHD has been positive despite some IT issues accessing state-based websites. These issues have been resolved. After being welcomed by the BOH to the MCHD, Frum exited the meeting at 5:07PM. 

Reorganization of the BOH: 

With former BOH member Roger Gaul completing his most recent five-year term at the end of March and with the District Advisory Council (DAC) appointing Ohlinger to the BOH for a five-year term during its March 24th meeting, there was a need for annual reorganization. Mansfield made a motion to retain the current slate of officers: Rock as President and Weber as Vice President. Both were willing to continue to serve as BOH officers. Patterson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Rock, Weber, Patterson and Mansfield were asked to complete and submit the annual BOH self-assessment for planning and quality improvement considerations.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:

Midkiff beseeched a motion to approve the 3/17/26 BOH Meeting Minutes as emailed prior to the meeting for Member review. Rock made a motion to approve the document as emailed; Mansfield seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion.

New Business:

Midkiff requested a motion to approve the March BOH Fiscal Report; payment of BOH monthly bills as presented via spreadsheet; the March 2026 daily deposits to the Auditor’s Office; March billing remuneration report; MCHD March 2026 Farmers Bank & Savings Co Checking Statement; an appropriation adjustment in S000S56 (Mosquito Grant) from $30,000 to $8,871.67; a decrease of the estimated revenue in S000S44 (Mosquito Grant) from $22,000 to $0. There were no March 2026 donations. Rock made a motion to approve the fiscal items as presented; Mansfield seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

The 2026 Severance Fund spreadsheet (as of 1/31/26) was emailed to Members prior to the meeting for review. Midkiff asked for a motion to approve annual funding of the Severance Fund.  Weber made a motion to approve the funding at 10% for the General Fund and grants. The motion was seconded by Mansfield. All were in favor of the motion. 

Environmental Health: 

In March 2026, there were six nuisance complaints resulting in two solid waste inspections; three sewage investigations and one food service operation inspection. There were six animal bites in March 2026 involving five dogs and a cat. 

The MCHD continues to await a notice of award for the 2026 OEPA Recycle Ohio Grant. This award, if allotted, will largely fund the 2026 Meigs Co. Cleanup Day, which is tentatively scheduled for Sept. 12th from 9AM-2PM at the Meigs Co. Fairgrounds. It was noted that surrounding local health departments also are awaiting notification of funding. Meanwhile, Swatzel was told by the Gallia, Jackson, Vinton, Meigs Solid Waste District that monies are available to support the MCHD’s scrap tire abatement efforts after the 2025 OEPA Mosquito Control Grant funds are expended by April 30th. 

Swatzel reported that OEPA approved expenditure of remaining 2025 Mosquito Control Grant funds on vector-borne disease prevention items such as repellent, nets, etc. for public distribution. The funds have to be fully expended by April 30th. 

A nuisance hearing was conducted concerning solid waste at the residence of Robert Windsor and Chelsea Arms located at 134 Laurel Street in Pomeroy. Whitlatch filed a complaint with the MCHD in March 2026. The MCHD previously referred Windsor and Arms to the County Prosecutor following their failure to abate satisfactorily a nuisance in 2023. No legal action was taken. Meanwhile, Metzger has been following up on the most recent complaint by conducting investigations at the site with his most recent visit occurring on April 13th. Evidence of open dumping and burning was observed. Whitlatch advised that children live in the residence, which has no running water or electricity. Rainwater is being collected by the occupants for use. After discussion, Rock made a dual motion to again refer Windsor and Arms to the County Prosecutor for further legal action (including a letter from the BOH) and to make a referral to Meigs County Child Protective Services; Weber seconded the dual motion. Motion carried unanimously. Whitlatch was encouraged to follow-up with the County Prosecutor’s Office in an effort to draw attention to the violations. Whitlatch expressed appreciation to the BOH for its time and assistance. Metzger and Whitlatch exited the meeting at 5:48PM.  


Other New Business: 

Midkiff announced that the MCHD received $1,717.24 from Cintas as a result of a Class Action Lawsuit City of Laurel, Mississippi, et al v. Cintas Corp. No. 2.

The MCHD received its 2025 1st half real estate tax settlement in the amount of $278,106.43, which was $3,096.96 more than its 2024 1st half real estate tax settlement.

New Business Continued:

At 6PM, Jennifer White of the Schwendeman Agency joined the meeting virtually to discuss the MCHD’s annual renewal options with Anthem for employee medical insurance. Members received the renewal packet via email to review prior to the meeting. The renewal date is effective May 1st. There was a 27.13% increase in the monthly premium for the MCHD’s current plan. All agreed retaining this coverage was not financially feasible. Consequently, White reviewed Option ID, which includes a 14.97% increase in the monthly premium. She answered questions BOH Members had; she explained that the MCHD is in a Multiple Employer Welfare Arrangement (MEWA) via the Southern Ohio Chamber Alliance (SOCA), which allows small businesses to band together to purchase health insurance as a single large group often providing lower costs, better coverage, etc. White mentioned that the Schwendeman Agency could assist the MCHD with IRS paperwork needed to offer employees a pre-tax option for payroll deductions for health insurance coverages. After discussion, the BOH thanked White for providing them with information to make an informed decision. White disconnected from the meeting at 6:23PM. Midkiff relayed that WIC Director Sherry Eagle advised that there are enough grant funds to cover her monthly premium at 80%. Midkiff said there should be sufficient funds remaining in the ODH Public Health Workforce 23 grant with which to pay Clerical Specialist Kayden Devore’s premium from May 1 – Dec. 31, 2026. (Devore’s salary and other benefits are paid 100% by the grant, which ends 11/30/27.) A budget revision is necessitated. Rock made a motion to approve employee coverage through Anthem Option ID with the MCHD (General Fund or grants) paying 80% of employees monthly premium; Mansfield seconded the motion. All were in favor of the motion. It was noted that dental, vision, and group life coverages via BEAM renew Dec. 1st. The Schwendeman Agency will shop for the best rates closer to the renewal. 

Old Business: 

Midkiff and Barr relayed that Dr. Carroll Ann Trotman, Dean of The Ohio State University College of Dentistry; Dr. Tammy Duangthip, Associate Professor and Chair, Division of Dental Public Health at OSU and Rachel Whisler, Program Manager at the OSU College of Dentistry conducted a site visit at the MCHD on March 30th. The team determined that the MCHD is an appropriate site for its new dental coach from which to provide residents with services. Following the visit, Midkiff was asked to complete a new affiliation agreement – information request form. The MCHD is awaiting an agreement to review and sign. Services are anticipated to begin later in 2026.

Infectious Disease Update:

The March 2026 Meigs County Infectious Disease Report as compiled by Regional Epidemiologist Nathan Christian can be reviewed at www.meigs-health.com.  During the meeting while the report was being reviewed, a typo was detected that will be corrected.

Building Update:

The MCHD received another quote from New Era Broadband to replace the entrance door security system with a similar one for cost savings. The quote was for $350. New Era will be at the MCHD on April 15th to work on the project.

Miscellaneous Business: 

Upcoming events and closures include a Staff Meeting (featuring grief training) on April 15th from 8:15-10AM; Kid A Palooza on April 25th from 10AM-2PM at Star Mill Park and Drug Takeback Day on April 25th at Powell’s Food Fair from 10AM-noon.

Barr discussed options available to BOH Members to obtain the state-required two hours of annual continuing education. Viewing of short videos made by Kent State University on behalf of the Ohio Association of Board of Health probably will begin airing during regular monthly meetings beginning in May.

Barr mentioned that the MCHD likely will begin using videos to present its Annual Reports. These can be shared not only at the annual DAC Meeting, but also via social media. The idea was taken from another local health department in the region. 

The next BOH Meeting will take place on 5/12/26 at 5:00 PM in the conference room of the MCHD. 
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:54PM with a motion by Rock.



Marc Barr, MS								
Health Commissioner 							



(Midkiff transcribed the April 14, 2026 BOH Meeting Minutes.)
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